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Your Voice Matters! 
District Survey 

Our District is conducting its 
annual “Your Voice Matters” 
surveys to gather input from our 
families, our students (Grades 
2-8), and our teachers regarding 
their experiences this past 
school year. This practice is 
aimed at keeping us fresh and 
in-tune with stakeholder 
feedback. The survey findings 
will be posted to our website 
during the summer, and the 
results will be used to anchor 
our work and better our District.  

The survey links are below and 
will be open through 6/30/22. I 
encourage you to complete the 
Student Survey with your 
child(ren). Thank you! 

Your Voice Matters - Family  
Your Voice Matters - Student 

Thank You, PTO!  

Thank you to our PTO and to all  
families for their participation. 
This collaborative organization 
provides many activities for 
students throughout the school 
year and supports teachers’ 
initiatives. We appreciate our 
teamwork and relationship!

OLD TAPPAN 
Community | Curiosity | Courage | Creativity | Commitment

Teacher Appreciation 
Throughout the school year, we show appreciation for the 
ongoing efforts of our District’s teachers and support staff. The 
first week of May is designated as Teacher Appreciation Week. 
Our PTO organized breakfast, desserts, and a luncheon for our 
faculty and staff to enjoy during this week. Teachers were also 
given notes of appreciation written by students. 

Community Support
We know that a dedicated staff makes a tremendous difference in 
the quality of instruction and in the quality of a school district. 
And, we also know that unified community support is just as 
powerful of a contributing factor. When working together, as 
home and school, students benefit year-round.

https://forms.gle/ps6W7XRiVkV3rajm6
https://forms.gle/yjbCj7sZHVVLPvoV9
http://oldtappanschools.org
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Scaled Timelines 

Students created scaled timelines 
of the Earth. To do so, they 
plotted eras and events of 
extinction. They practiced using 
measurement to develop scaled 
renderings. 

Artists in Action 

Students hung their own pop 
culture press paintings to dry. 
They learned about mass 
production techniques. 

Spring Musical Concerts 
Our middle school hosted two concerts this month, which 
showcased the student-musicians’ and student-vocalists’ learning 
across the year. This has been a particular achievement since the 
band and choir were inactive last year. Under the direction of Mr. 
Rosolanko and Ms. Osbahr, the students learned rudimentary and 
in-depth skills in order to perform their multiple selections. Their 
pieces varied in difficulty level and composition. 

http://oldtappanschools.org
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Celebrating Memorial 
Day with the Band! 

Our band joined the Borough to 
honor and recognize our 
country’s heroes during the 
annual Memorial Day Parade and 
Ceremony.  

After a two-year hiatus, our 
students learned patriotic songs 
and learned to assemble 
themselves as a marching band, 
under the direction of Mr. 
Rosolanko. Their enthusiastic 
performance was appreciated 
and enjoyed by all community 
members in attendance. 

National Junior Honor 
Society Induction - 2022 
The 2022 National Junior Honor Society (NJHS) members were 
inducted this month under the advisement of Ms. DeScoria. Our 
middle schoolers, who are rising eighth graders, have worked hard 
to earn eligibility into the NJHS. A review of their cumulative 
academic and student records, as well as their community service, 
earned them invitations into the NJHS. The NJHS inductees 
must maintain their honor status throughout eighth grade in 
order to maintain membership in the NJHS.

The NJHS was first established in 1929 in Iowa, eight years after 
the National Association of Secondary School Principals founded 
the National Honor Society for high schoolers. 

Pillars of Purpose
As an organization, the NJHS upholds pillars that encourage 
enthusiasm for scholarship, service, leadership, and responsible 
citizenship and character in students. 

http://oldtappanschools.org
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Heroes and Cool Kids  

NVOT students visited our school 
for their final session with our 
Grade 6 students. They reviewed 
strategies for managing social 
situations and the importance of 
honesty. 

Creative Writing and 
Film Festival 

Students shared their creative 
writing pieces, which were made 
into films, with family and friends 
at the CDW Creative Writing and 
Film Festival.  The student-
authors and producers worked 
throughout their Cycle Class to 
develop pieces for publication 
and celebration.  

Throughout their class sessions, 
the students learned about 
elements of story, script, and 
creative filming effects. 

TBD: Shrek, Jr. The Musical  
With nearly 40 students on stage, the TBD actors performed 
Shrek, Jr. The Musical for two audiences this month. The students 
assumed their roles with enthusiasm. They sang, danced, and 
recited their memorized lines with booming voices. Performing 
arts offer students opportunities to showcase their interests, 
talents, and personalities in ways that augment the classroom 
setting and, at times, vary from the classroom setting. 
Congratulations to the cast of Shrek, Jr.!

The Value of Good Morning 
Every morning, primary-grade students gather together with 
their teachers for morning meetings. The students and teachers 
say good morning to each other and greet each other by name. 
This deliberate, routinized 
start to each day values 
each class participant and 
begins each day with a 
sense of calmness. 
Morning meetings are 
used to share important 
highlights about the 
students and day ahead. 

http://oldtappanschools.org
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International Dance 
Festival

The International Dance 
Festival returned to TBD this 
year! 

Students in all grade levels had 
the opportunity to learn about 
dances from various cultures. 
After sessions of practicing, the 
students were ready to perform. 
All of theTBD student body, 
along with the faculty and staff, 
had the opportunity to view the 
performances in a school-wide 
assembly program. 

Thank you to our families for 
taking their time to teach our 
students traditional, cultural 
dances. This year, Indian, 
Spanish, Italian, and American 
dances were shared and 
celebrated. We look forward to 
next year’s Dance Festival! 

International Festivals 
This year, our schools were thrilled to welcome back our 
International Festivals, which has been on hiatus the past two 
years due to the pandemic. These International Festivals are 
wonderful events in our District that recognize and honor our 
families’ multicultural traditions. Thank you to the PTO and to 
the many families who contributed their time and energy to our 
schools for these celebrations.

International Food Festival
The CDW International Food Festival was bustling with 
excitement! Students had opportunities to speak with families 
about cultural dishes and to try traditional foods from around the 
world. 

Our school families shared traditional foods from America, 
Armenia, China, Dominican Republic, France, Greece, India, 
Ireland, Italy, Japan, Korea, Poland, Puerto Rico, and Venezuela. 
There were quite a number of new experiences for our students, 
and they are looking forward to its return next year! 
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We Are Changemakers 

Students worked on year-long 
Changemaker Projects. They 
selected topics that were 
important to them. They created 
action plans to fulfill their 
initiatives. The students’ interests 
varied from helping children at 
our elementary school, to 
supporting veterans, to helping 
animals. The students shared their 
work at an evening National 
Junior Honor Society Ceremony 
and were available to answer 
questions about their efforts and 
presentations. 

Author Visit: Murr Visits CDW 
James S. Murray, also known as Murr from “Impractical Jokers,”
visited CDW this month. He co-authored Area 51 Interns: Alien 
Summer #1, which is an action-packed series about a world of 
bizarre creatures, wacky gadgets, and four child-interns at the 
most interesting place on Earth, Area 51. This debut middle-grade 
series features characters on the brink of their high school years.

Lessons from an Author 
Using the episodes from “Impractical Jokers,” Murr and the 
students shared their favorite episodes and their elements of 
enjoyment. Murr then used those pieces of excitement to 
springboard the discussion into the beginning of his authorship. 
Murr shared how he paralleled experiences of acting and writing. 
He also shared his framework for authorship. Students enjoyed 
his visit and saw how one person’s set of experiences could evolve 
into yet another pathway. 

To view the complete Budget 
Presentation and to access the 

User-Friendly Budget, click 
HERE or go to our website. 

2022-2023 School Budget 

https://p16cdn4static.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_350072/File/Administration/Business%20Office/2021-2022/FINAL%20-%20Old%20Tappan%2022-23%20Budget%20Presentation.pdf
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Summer Skill-Booster Program 
We are excited to offer the Summer Skill Booster Program again this summer to all Old Tappan students 
currently enrolled in Kindergarten through Grade 8. Sessions have been set, and it is time to register! Click 
here to find more information about the program and links to register for a summer session. Space is limited, 
so register early! Registration will close on June 30, 2022. Should you have any questions about the Summer 
Skill-Booster Program, please contact Mr. Lauriello, CDW Student Manager and Summer Program 
Supervisor, at lauriello@nvnet.org.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gOs1BVUtOND10qjXu7n_kDQrzDEgBDt_p0s1zrV-afE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gOs1BVUtOND10qjXu7n_kDQrzDEgBDt_p0s1zrV-afE/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:lauriello@nvnet.org

